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ULC Standards is pleased to announce the publication of CAN/ULC-S717.1-12, the First Edition of Standard for Flat Wall 
Insulating Concrete Form (ICF) Units. This Standard has been approved by the ULC Standards Committee on Thermal 
Insulation Materials and Systems (S700A), and has been published with the date of February 2012. 
 
This Standard specifies the requirements for stay in place, modular expanded polystyrene (EPS) Insulating Concrete Form 
(ICF) units. Once filled with concrete, the ICF units remain in place as the thermal insulation for the resulting cast-in-place 
concrete wall of uniform cross-section and thickness. This Standard is restricted to ICFs that enclose uniform monolithic 
concrete walls. 
  
This Standard provides requirements for products that consist of moulded expanded polystyrene (EPS) insulation panels that 
are connected by cross ties to form the ICF and for the performance of cross tie flanges as a substrate for the attachment of 
interior and exterior finishes. This Standard sets performance requirements for the ICF unit in its primary function as a stay-in-
place concrete form and for the materials that make up the form unit, along with the test methods to determine compliance 
with the performance requirements. 
 
The fire performance of the ICF unit material falls within the scopes of documents published by Authorities Having 
Jurisdiction, such as, but not limited to, Building Codes. The structural performance and the design of the concrete within the 
ICF unit fall within the scopes of CSA Standards CSA A23.1/A23.2 and CAN/CSA A23.3 or ACI Standard ACI 318. 
 
Structural performance design methods for ICF units are not described in this Standard. Users are referred to engineering 
calculations or tests which establish that the ICF unit provides sufficient strength to contain concrete during placement and to 
resist the forces created by the fluid pressure of fresh concrete. 
 
If you require any additional information, please contact John Wade at 613-755-2729, ext. 61426 or by email at: 
John.Wade@ul.com. 
 
This standard can be ordered for $193.00 CAN (Hardcopy) from the ULC website (www.ulc.ca) ULC online store. 
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